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EDITORIAL

Col. L. W. Harrison died on May 9, 1964, some
ten years after writing on "Some Lessons Learnt in
Fifty Years' Practice in Venereology".1 He was the
pioneer in this country of the study of venereal
diseases as a separate specialty and for many years
had occupied a unique position in the affection and
respect of those practising venereology both at home
and throughout the world. Obituary notices else-
where2'3 (our own appears at p. 228) have testified to
his distinguished work in the clinical, laboratory,
administrative, and educational aspects of the
specialty and to his fine qualities as a man. Here we
wish to pay tribute to his achievements as a founding
member of the Medical Society for the Study of
Venereal Diseases and, in particular, to the vital role
he played in the creation and development of this
Journal now nearing the completion of its fortieth
volume. Special journals were fewer and less viable
forty years ago than now and their successful founda-
tion and nurture required more than courage,
enthusiasm, and determination. Wartime conditions
with restrictions on the supply of paper and rising
publication costs added greatly to the difficulties of
keeping the Journal alive, but Colonel Harrison
continued to be its mainspring until it became
established as a BMA publication in 1947. With
characteristic modesty he paid tribute' to E. R. T.
Clarkson and V. E. Lloyd who, with him, occupied
the editorial chair over these formative and difficult
decades, but throughout this long period Harrison
was the oil which maintained the flame kindled by
him in 1924. In his death British venereology and
this Journal have lost their creator and elder states-
man; we shall not know his like again.
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Le colonel L. W. Harrison est mort le 9 mai 1964,
dix ans apres avoir mis au monde son aeuvre, "Some
Lessons Learnt in Fifty Years' Practice in Venere-
ology".
Le premier venereologue anglais, le premier qui

etudia les maladies veneriennes comme specialite
medicale, le colonel tenait une place unique dans les
affections respectueuses de ses collegues. Les notices
necrologiques publiees ailleurs rendent compte non
seulement de sa contribution distinguee aux etudes
cliniques et de laboratoire et en ce qui concerne
l'administration et l'instruction dans notre specialite
mais aussi de ses qualites personnelles de premier
ordre. Ici nous voulons rendre hommage 'a la
prescience et 'a la d6votion qui firent de lui un
fondateur en 1923 de la MSSVD et en 1924 de ce
Journal meme, dont le 40e volume est en cours de
publication.

Les journaux medicaux 6taient moins nombreux
et moins etablis 'a cette epoque-la, et il fallait encore
plus de courage, d'enthousiasme, et de bonne
volont6 pour en maintenir la circulation. Les
hazards de la guerre mondiale, le manque de papier,
et les frais d'impression augmenterent les difficultes
de redaction, mais le colonel en resta le grand ressort
jusqu'a ce que le journal fut etabli en 1947 comme
publication officielle de la BMA.

C'est avec une modestie caracteristique qu'il loua
les efforts des redacteurs successifs, le Dr E. R. T.
Clarkson et le Dr V. E. Lloyd, qui soutinrent avec
lui ce fardeau pesant pendant les premieres annees.
Neanmoins ce fut le colonel qui veilla 'a ce que le
flambeau allume en 1924 ne s'eteignit pas.

Par sa mort ce journal perd son fondateur et la
lutte contre le peril venerien au Royaume-Uni son
plus noble et plus formidable guerrier et son homme
d'etat le plus revere. Nous n'en connaitrons plus
de pareil.
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